Introduction to

Stringed Praise
Praise Him with stringed instruments.

(Psalm 150: 4)

The LORD will save me, 

and we will sing with stringed instruments 

all the days of our lives in the temple of the LORD.

(Isaiah 38:20)
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(Why Does This Class Exist?)

Core Values:

* Worship

* Commitment

* Fun

Purpose:

To share the joy of worshiping God through 

stringed instruments of praise.

Vision: 

* To encourage personal worship

* To stir up a passion for corporate praise

* To inspire generations of new praise & worship leaders

Goals:

To teach student to:

* know the parts of a guitar

* tune a guitar

* recognize primary musical notes

* strum & finger pick chords

* worship God through spiritual songs

Note: This class is limited to the skills and knowledge of its instructor. It is designed to equip the learner to praise God personally and corporately using the guitar. To go beyond this level (lead or classical guitar) will require training from a professional or certified instructor.

Parts of a Guitar
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Standard Tuning


	
	
	
	
	



Tuning Strings


        6                5                4               3                 2                1

        E               A               D              G                 B               E

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Tune 2nd
(B)
	

	Tune 5th
(A)
	Tune 4th
(D)
	Tune 3rd
(G)
	
	Tune 1st
(E)

	
	
	
	
	



Low Notes







      High Notes

A variety of tunings can be used. The most common by far, known as "standard tuning", is (low to high) 'E-A-D-G-B-E'. Standard tuning has evolved to provide a good compromise of both simple fingering for many chords, and the ability to play common scales with minimal left hand movement.

Scales (Major Notes)


        6                5                4               3                 2                1

             E               A               D             G                  B               E

	   F

   
	
	
	
	
  C              

	
	
  B
	
  E
	 A
	

	
  G
	
  C
	  F
	
	
  D






= Open string




= Finger pressed on fret location

In the exercise above, use the same finger as fret number. For instance, a note on the third fret would be played with the third finger.
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Taking Care of Your Guitar

Where you or someone else purchased your guitar, it is a delicate instrument that requires special care if you want it to look good and sound great for many years. So, the following are some things that you will need to know…

1. Leave you guitar in its case whenever you are not playing it. This will protect it from accidentally getting banged or scratched. Also, the case will protect it from moisture which is one of the biggest enemies of the guitar.

2. Do not place your guitar on vinyl or plastic for an extended period of time. Plastic can take the finish off of a guitar.

3. Do not store printed sheet music in your guitar case with your guitar. The dye in the paper can come off and stain the finish on the guitar.

4. Keep your guitar out of the rain, heat, and cold. Changes in temperature and humidity can warp the body and neck, thus ruining the sound. Keep out of direct sunlight. Do not even store your guitar in a room where the sun will shine directly on it during the day.

5. Keep your guitar in its case when going from inside a house or building into either very cold or very hot temperatures. Allow the guitar to either warm up or cool down while still in its case. This will prevent the lacquer coating on the top of the guitar from “checking” or looking like the top is cracked.

6. Clean your guitar and strings with a clean, dry cloth (like a diaper) every time you play it. Do not use furniture wax to polish the guitar. The guitar’s wood is suppose to be dry and actually sounds better with age. Household wax and polish can penetrate the wood and actually change the natural tone of the wood. If you need to clean your guitar, you can purchase specially made polish and cleaners at a guitar shop. If the guitar has a “flat” or unfinished appearance, do not use any oils or cleaners at all.

7. The quality of your strings will make a huge difference in the sound it makes. When you change them will depend on the quality of the strings and the amount of playing that you do. Strings that become oxidized (turn brownish in color), are buzzing, sound dull, or need constant tuning need to be replaced. If one string breaks, replace the whole set. 

Basic 4/4 (four count) Strum Pattern

Your strumming will not be a memorized pattern. It will generally change with each song. It is more about “feeling” the rhythm of each song than following established rules. But, for the sake of learning something new right now let’s try the following.

Down    Down   Up      Up     Down    Up


Try this pattern with a couple common chords. Memorize these finger positions, and then try moving from one chord back to the other as quickly as possible. This will take some practice.

	D major
	G major
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	1st finger, 3rd string, 2nd fret

2nd finger, 1st string, 2nd fret

3rd finger, 2nd string, 3rd fret
	1st finger, 5th string, 2nd fret

2nd finger, 6th string, 3rd fret

3rd finger, 1st string, 3rd fret

	Do not strum the 5th and 6th strings.

Notice the X’s; meaning, do not play those certain strings.
	Strum all strings.

Notice that there are no X’s in the diagrams.


Try learning the song on the next page using these chords that you’ve learned.

You Are So Good to Me

(Third Day)

[CHORUS]
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You are beautiful, my sweet, sweet song. You are beautiful, my sweet, sweet song.
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You are beautiful, my sweet, sweet song. And I will sing again.
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1.  You are so good to me.           You heal my broken heart. 

2.  You ride upon the clouds.        You lead me to the truth. 

3.  You poured out all your blood. You died upon the cross. 
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1. You are my Father in     heaven.

2. You are the Spirit     in - side me.

3. You are my Jesus who  loves me.

          [image: image18.png]


                                     [image: image19.png]



1.   You are so good to me.           You heal my broken heart. 

2.   You ride upon the clouds.        You lead me to the truth. 

3.   You poured out all your blood. You died upon the cross. 
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1.  You are my Father in     heaven.    
(chorus)
2.  You are the Spirit     in - side me.
 
(chorus)
3.  You are my Jesus who  loves me. 
(chorus 2x’s)
Playing Tip: 
Make sure your right hand (or the one you hold a pick with) is never balled up in a fist like shape when you're playing. Your hand should be in a shape like it is when you make the O.K. hand signal, with the thumb and first finger in a circular shape holding the pick, and fingers 2, 3 and 4 just about straight (especially when strumming).
How are you doing?

You should be learning your scales to the point where you no longer have to look at the strings or your finger positions—this takes a lot of practice. Don’t give up!

How about the D and G chords that we learned? You should be practicing enough to where your fingers automatically fall into the correct position. Continue to move from D to G as you learn your first song.

If you are new to the guitar, you may find that your fingertips really hurt. This is normal, and eventually you will build up calluses. 

Let’s learn two more chords… Em (E minor) and A.

	E minor
	A major
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	2nd finger, 5th string, 2nd fret

3rd finger, 4th string, 2nd fret
	1st finger, 4th string, 2nd fret

2nd finger, 3rd string, 2nd fret

3rd finger, 2nd string, 2nd fret

	Strum all the strings.
	Strum all strings except the 6th.


Try this new strum pattern that fits the next chorus you’ll learn.

                                          Down                  Down          Down    


                                                       Pause

Father, I Adore You

D     Em        A     D               

Fa - ther, I adore You.  

D          Em      A     D                  

Lay my life be-fore You.  

D     Em     A     D                  

How  I      love You.

Because of the number of chord changes, try the following to initially help. But remember to memorize the chord names and finger positions. Most music will only provide you with the chord names and not the diagrams.
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D          Em         A       D               

Fa -       ther, I  adore  You.  
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D          Em         A       D                  

Lay my life   be-fore   You.  
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D          Em        A        D                  

How       I         love    You.

The second verse replaces the name of Father with Jesus.

The third verse uses the name Spirit.

The song on the next page only uses 2 chords, but has a fun, driving rhythm. Chords do not have to be complicated for it to be a good song.

On Our Side
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    A                                                D
1. Everyone around the world,      hear the joyful sound

2. Come on down to the riverside wash it all away
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     A                                                            D
1. See the heavens open up, hear the       music comin down

2. Leave behind your troubled mind for an uncloudy day
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     A                                            D
1. Nothing’s gonna separate us from the Father's Love

2. Nothing’s gonna separate us from the Father's Love
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    A                                       D
1. I can’t help but celebrate 'cause we're not alone

2. I can't help but celebrate 'cause we're not alone

Chorus:
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          A                                     D
If God is on our side, who can be against us?
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            A                                   D
If God is on our side, we won't be afraid
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           A                                                  D
Though the mountains may fall and the sky will crumble
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            A                                                 D
There ain't nothing gonna stand in our way

You Are My King (Amazing Love)
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D             G          A


              D       G           A

I’m      forgiven because You were forsaken, I’m accepted,   You were condemned
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D             G                               A

            G               A                              D

I’m        alive and well,   Your Spirit is within me, because You died and You rose again.

CHORUS
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D                     G


D



    A

Amazing love, how can it be

That You my King would die for me?
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D

G


D

        A

Amazing love, I know it’s true

It’s my joy to honor You
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           G        A
          D

In all I do                I honor You.

BRIDGE (1)
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D



D

You are my King

You are my King
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D



D

Jesus, You are my King
Jesus, You are my King

Okay, we’ll take away the pictures of the chords in the music and see how well you do on the next two songs…

Victory Chant
    D                G              D       G    D

D                     G           D         G   D

1. Hail Jesus, you’re my king
 (echo), 
Your life frees me   to   sing    (echo)

2. Hail Jesus, you’re my Lord
 (echo),
I will             o-bey your Word (echo)

3. Glory, glory to the      Lamb (echo),
You take me    into the  land   (echo)

4. Hail, Hail,    Lion of   Judah
 (echo),
How      power-ful   you are     (echo)

    D                            G           D       G    D
D                          G            D         G   D

1. I will praise you     all my     days   (echo), You’re perfect in   all your  ways    (echo)

2. I want to see your kingdom come (echo).
Not my will but      yours be done  (echo)

3. We will conquer     in your name   (echo),
And proclaim that Jesus   reigns   (echo)

4. Hail, Hail,               Lion of Judah  (echo),
How        wonder - ful you are        (echo)

Chords in this song…      [image: image79.png]
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These Thousand Hills
    D

       



   A


1. These thousand hills roll ever on, footprints of       a mighty God

2. Was on a hill my Savior died.        A broken heart, a bleeding side

3. When heaven’s hills at last I roam, forever  settled in my home

4. These thousand hills roll ever on, ripples     of a coming storm



    D

           G

          D      A
               D

1. They bring me to my knees     in   praise,        amazing  love, amazing      grace.

2. Hill of the        Skull, Mount Calva-ry. The blood He        shed, He shed for me

3. I’ll join the       saints around the   throne, Your kingdom Lord, rolls ever    on.

4. The morning   star precedes the  dawn, these thousand hills   roll   ever    on.

Chords in this song…     [image: image81.png]
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Let’s learn two more chords… D7 (D seven) and A7 (A seven).

	D7
	A7
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Try using these chords in the following song. 

God Is So Good
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    D                  A                         D               D7          G                  D     A7    D

1. God is so   good.  God is so good.   God  is   so  good, He’s so good to   me.

2. He cares for me.  He cares for me.  He  cares for  me.  He’s so good to   me.

3. He loves me so.   He loves me so.   He  loves me so.   He’s so good to   me.

So many songs, and so many chords… let’s learn a few more songs. See the following page.

Sanctuary
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           D                                   A                         G                     D       A

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary.  Pure and holy, tried and true.
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                    D                      A             G         A       D

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary   for    You.

I Love You Lord
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   D                                A7       D          

I love You, Lord.  And I lift my voice, 
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     G        D    Em               A        A7

to wor – ship You    O my soul rejoice!
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          D                      A             D

Take joy my King, in what You hear.
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                    G         D        A       Em          G        D

May it be a sweet, sweet sound   in Your ear.

 Let’s learn two more new chords… C (C major) and Am (A minor).

	C
	Am
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Jesus in the Morning
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    G                  C                                                    G

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus in the morning, Jesus in the noontime.

            [image: image126.png]


[image: image127.png]


                [image: image128.png]


        [image: image129.png]



              Em      G                      D              G

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus when the sun goes down.

Alleluia
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      G            C            D     D7         C       G                   

Alleluia,  Alleluia,  Alleluia,        Alle-lu   -  ia.   
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      G            C            D    D7          C       G

Alleluia,  Alleluia,  Alleluia,       Alle-lu   -   ia.   

This is the Day
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D                                                                A7 

This is the day.  This is the day, that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made.
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A                                                             D                        D7

We will rejoice.  We will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
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G                                    D                        G                                   D       A7

This is the day that the Lord has made.  We will rejoice and be glad in   it.
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D                                                                 A      A7      D

This is the day.  This is the day, that the Lord   has   made.

Try playing this song again without using the chord diagrams above… no cheating!

This is the Day

D                                                                A7 

This is the day.  This is the day, that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made.

                 A                                              D                       D7

We will rejoice.  We will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it.

G                                    D                        G                                   D       A7

This is the day that the Lord has made.  We will rejoice and be glad in it.

D                                                                 A    A7    D

This is the day.  This is the day, that the Lord has made.

Let It Rain

D       Em            C

Let it rain,   Let it rain

G                                   D

Open the floodgates of heaven

Chords in this chorus…      [image: image156.png]
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Praise Song

(Third Day)

       D

We praise you, oh Lord,      for the love that you give

The time is now near      when you will appear






A

And the time that you spent on this world for our sins

When we see your face and your    voice we will hear

       D

We lift up your name      in honor and praise

And then we will sing      to Jesus the King




      A

In Jesus we place all our love and our faith.

The Maker, Creator    of  everything

[CHORUS]



 G


 D


And we know that you are the Savior



 G


 D


And we know that you are the Son



 G


 D

 A                (End in D)  



And we know that you are the Savior of everyone.

Chords in this song…      [image: image161.png]
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Let’s learn two more new chords… Dm7 (D minor seven) and Dm (D minor).
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We Bow Down
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              C                               G               C                      Dm7              G

You are Lord of creation and Lord of my life, Lord of the land and the sea.
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                 C                Am             G                      C            Dm            G

You were Lord of the heavens before there was time, and Lord of all lords
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             C
               Am      C           G                C                      Am      C

You will be.    We bow down, and we worship You Lord.  We bow down, and 
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        G                 C                      Am      C          G                 C

we worship You Lord.  We bow down, and we worship You Lord.  
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Dm             G                    C

Lord of all Lords You will be.

Here I Am to Worship

    D
           A
   
      Em


   D
           A
      D

1. Light of the world you stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes let me see.

2. King of all days,              oh so highly exalted.          Glorious in Heaven    a-bove.

    D
             A
        Em

   D
            A
           D

1. Beauty that  made this    heart adore you,    hope of a     life spent with you. 

2. Humbly you came to the Earth you created. All for love’s sake became poor.

[CHORUS]


     A
    D


   A

So, here I am to worship. Here I am to bow down


         D


    G

Here I am to say that you’re my God.


     D


A

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy


      D

  G

Altogether wonderful to me.

Chords in this song…   [image: image193.png]
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Wonderful Cross

Verse 1

D                              G             D                              G            D        A

When I survey  the  wondrous cross, on which the Prince of Glory  died.

D                         G              D                            A            Em      D

My richest gain I count but loss, and poor con-tempt on all  my pride. (go to chorus)
Verse 2

D                                    G                D                         G            D            A

See from His head, His hands, His  feet. Sorrow and love flow mingled down;

D                                    G          D                              A           Em      D

Did e’er such love  and  sorrow meet, or thorns com-pose so rich  a crown. (chorus)
Verse 3

D                                     G          D                          G          D          A

Were the whole realm of nature  mine, that were a present far too small;

D                           G            D                             A            Em           D

Love so amazing,  so  di -  vine.  Demands my soul,  my life,  my   all. 

(CHORUS)

D           A    G       D                   A     G      D

Oh, the wonderful cross, oh the wonderful cross

               G                          D                     A

Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live

             A     G       D                  A     G       D

Oh, the wonderful cross, oh the wonderful cross

             G                      D                               A

All who gather here by grace draw near and bless your name.

Chords in this song…   [image: image197.png]
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More Precious Than Silver

D               A             G                    D

Lord, You are more precious than silver.  

                 A             Em7            A

Lord, You are more costly than gold.

 D             A             G                    D

Lord, You are more beautiful than diamonds.  

         G        D       Em          G     A7     D

And nothing I   de-sire compares with You.

Sanctuary

           D                                   A                         G                     D    A

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary.  Pure and holy, tried and true.

                    D                      A             G       A       D

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary      for You.

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High

G         C                           D    C    G       C                         D           C

Lord, I lift Your name on high,       Lord I love to sing your praises.

G          C                         D     C    G          C                          D           C

I’m so glad You’re in my life,          I’m so glad You came to save us.

G                         C             D             C            G

You came from heaven to earth, to show the way,

                   C                D             C         G

From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay.

G               C                 D                      Em              Am7

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky

            D                          G       C   D   C

Lord, I lift Your name on high.

This is the Day

D                                                                A7 

This is the day.  This is the day, that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made.

A                                                              D                       D7

We will rejoice.  We will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it.

G                                    D                        G                                   D       A7

This is the day that the Lord has made.  We will rejoice and be glad in it.

D                                                                 A    A7    D

This is the day.  This is the day, that the Lord has made.

O Magnify the Lord

C   F                 C    F       C       F                  C            F

O magnify the Lord,   for He is worthy to be praised.   

C   F                 C    F       C       F                  C            F

O magnify the Lord,   for He is worthy to be praised.   

      C          F                C          F                 C                   G

Hosanna, Jesus is the Rock.  Jesus is the rock of my salvation.

      C          F                C          F                 C                   G   C

Hosanna, Jesus is the Rock.  Jesus is the rock of my salvation.

Big House

G                D                 C        G

Come, and go with me, to my Father's house.  

G                D                 C        D           G

Come, and go with me, to my Father's house.

     G    Em   D               C                      G

It's big, big house, with lots and lots of room!

   G    Em   D             C                     G              G    Em  D                C                  G

A big, big table, with lots and lots of food!
A big, big yard, where we can play football!

   G    Em  D            C                       G

A big, big house. . . it's my Father's house.

Step by Step (Sometimes by Step)

     G                         D            C       D                 G

O God, You are my God, and I will ever praise You.

     G                         D            C       D                 G

O God, You are my God, and I will ever praise You.

----

          Em                    D                           C                              Am

I will seek You in the morning and I will learn to walk in Your way;

         G                            D                         C               D            G

And step by step You’ll lead me and I will follow You all of my days.

----

        Em                          D                      C                              Am

I will follow you all of my days, and I will follow you all of my days

         G                            D                         C               D            G

And step by step You’ll lead me and I will follow You all of my days.

I Could Sing Of Your Love Forever

D                                                   Em                          

Over the mountains and the sea,  Your river runs with love for me

G                                 A                     

And I will open up my heart,  And let the Healer set me free

D                                            Em                        

I'm happy to be in the truth,  And I will daily lift my hands

G                                      A                     

For I will always sing of,  When your love came down

Chorus:

D                             Em                G                                 A

I could sing of your love forever,      I could sing of your love forever

D                             Em               G                                  A                    D

I could sing of your love forever,      I could sing of your love forever

Nothing but the Blood

    D







     A  D

1. What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

2. For my pardon this I see.        
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

3. This is all my hope and peace,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

    D







     A  D

1. What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

2. For my cleansing, this my plea.
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

3. This is all my righteousness,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

D                                     A                                     D

Oh! Precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;







    A  D

No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

These Thousand Hills



   D



A


These thousand hills roll ever on, footprints of a mighty God



D

  G

    D
A
     D

They bring me to my knees in praise, amazing love, amazing grace.

- - - - - - - - - 


    D



    A


Was on a hill my Savior died. A broken heart, a bleeding side


     D

       G


    D
A
         D

Hill of the Skull, Mount Calvary. The blood He shed, He shed for me

- - - - - - - - - 



   D



A


These thousand hills roll ever on, footprints of a mighty God



D

  G

    D
A
     D

They bring me to my knees in praise, amazing love, amazing grace.
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For more Christian music and guitar chords, go online to:

http://www.gadoodles.com/music.htm
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